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language of Holy Scripture to our hearts, and to interpret its meaning "by the music which the genius of great composers has associated with the language ! Think of all the passages which have been thus interpreted in the " Messiah :" " Comfort ye, comfort ye My people;" " Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son/' "Ho was despised and rejected of men;" and so on. Purcell, Handel, Mendelssohn, Wesley, Goss, and many others, may in fact be regarded as great interpreters and illustrators of Scripture. It would be difficult to assign to music higher praise than this. But looking1 at it apart from its power of interpretation, looking at musical composition merely as an art, we shall easily see how it rises above the region of the senses. I do not know why, regarding the matter from a merely intellectual point of view, the genius of Handel, or Haydn, or Beethoven, should not be regarded as being as great and as remarkable as that of Bacon, or Leibnitz,, or Newton, just as the genius which produced the violin'was lately assorted (as I believe truly) to be of the same order as that which produced the steam-engine.
But the true view, the sale view, of the subject, as it seems to me, and a,s my double text suggests, is that which regards at once the sensuous and the intellectual, or still more the